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various names with Hill and other friends. Upon one point he
and Portal were in entire agreement, and that was the impossi-
bility of Gore. On November 24th Halifax wrote to Portal
that he had found the man who, if he could be persuaded to
come, would be quite perfect. This was Dr. Armitage Robin-
son, the Dean of Wells, who, in addition to all his other qualifi-
cations, was a personal friend of the Archbishop of Canterbury.
To help in overcoming the Dean's hesitations, Halifax enlisted
the aid of the Archbishop of York; and after a long and preg-
nant silence the Dean agreed to go.

One further preliminary remained. On the advice of Mr.
Stephen Gaselee, reinforced by memories of Cardinal Vaughan,
Halifax went on November 2pth to see Cardinal Bourne.

I told him [he wrote to Portal] that we had seen Cardinal Mer-
cier and talked with him on the subject of reunion of die Churches,
etc., etc. *Ah! Cardinal Mercier,* he said. "I know him well and
have a great regard for him; we were at Louvain together. He is a
great man, a most distinguished personality with strong influence.
I am very glad that you have seen him,* My visit was a complete
success. I was entirely satisfied on departing and asked his permis-
sion to come and see him after my return from Malines to tell him
everything that had been said, and also, as I hoped, to ask for his
good services to help in every possible way to bring about such
conferences as Leo XIII discussed in 1894. The Cardinal was alto-
gether sympathetic and I am sure you are going to be as satisfied
as I am/0

The arrangements were now practically complete. *Are we
not at the point where we were in I894?*11 Halifax wrote to
Portal, One matter troubled him a little. He believed that
everything in his memorandum could be justified as implied in
the Anglican formularies.

But it cannot be denied that the formularies can be explained in
another sense and that many members of the Church of England